GUIDELINES OF PARTNER SELECTION COMPETITION FOR THE PROJECT IMPLEMENTED UNDER THE PROGRESS MEASURE NO. 12-003-03-06-01 „FIRST AND FOREMOST – THE TEACHER“

CHAPTER I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The guidelines of the selection conditions for partners (hereinafter – the Guidelines) of the project implemented under the progress measure No. 12-003-03-06-01 “First and Foremost – the Teacher”, establishes the procedure for submission, evaluation, selection, and funding of application intended for the selection of partners for this project.
2. The Guidelines have been formulated in accordance with the following:
2.1. The Law on Science and Studies of the Republic of Lithuania;
2.2. The Law on Education of the Republic of Lithuania;
2.3. The Rules for the Administration of the 2021-2027 European Union Investment Program and the Economic Recovery and Resilience Plan „New Generation Lithuania“, as approved by Order No. 1K- 237 of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania on June 22, 2022 (hereinafter – the Administration Rules);
2.4. The Guidelines of the Education Development Program of the Progress Measure No. 12-003- 03-06-01 “First and Foremost – The Teacher” of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania, serving as the Managing Authority for the 2021-2030 Development Program as approved by the Order No. V-1877 titled “Regarding the Approval of the Guidelines of the Education Development Program of the Progress Measure No. 12-003-03-06-01 “First and Foremost – The Teacher” of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania, serving as the Managing Authority for the 2021-2030 Development Program”, issued by the Minister of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania on November 28, 2022;
2.5. The General Rules for Experts and their Activities of the Research Council of Lithuania, approved by the Order No. V-42 of the Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania on January 29, 2018, titled „Regarding the Approval of the General Rules for Experts and their Activities of the Research Council of Lithuania“ (hereinafter – the General Rules for Experts and their Activities);
2.6. The Guidelines of the Procedure for Expert Assessment of Projects and their Reports, approved by the Order No. V-43 of the Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania on January 29, 2018, titled „Regarding the Approval of the Guidelines of the Procedure for Expert Assessment of Projects and their Reports“ (hereinafter – the Guidelines of the Expert Assessment Procedure);
2.7. The General Rules for Competitive Funding of Science and Dissemination Projects of the Research Council of Lithuania, approved by the Order No. V-176 of the Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania on April 4, 2019, titled „Regarding the Approval of the General Rules for Competitive Funding of Science and Dissemination Projects of the Research Council of Lithuania“ (hereinafter – the General Rules for Competitive Funding);
2.8. The Guidelines for the Selection of Partners for Projects implemented under the Science Development Program and Education Development Program of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania, serving as the Managing Authority for the 2022-2030 Development Program, approved by the Order No. V-186 of the Chairman of the Research Council of Lithuania on April 5, 2023, titled „Regarding the Approval of the Guidelines for the Selection of Partners for Projects implemented under the Science Development Program and Education Development Program of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania“ (hereinafter – Partner Selection Guidelines).
3. The terms used within the Guidelines:
3.1. Secondary analysis – is the process of utilizing existing data gathered through various conducted studies and similar sources to address scientific, political, or societal interests that differ from the original research or data collection objectives. This analysis entails the synthesis or summarization of data and literature organized and published by external sources;
3.2. High-level lecturer – is an active researcher who publishes scientific articles in internationally renowned scientific journals, has supervised successfully completed R&D projects and provided guidance to Ph.D. students and / or postdoctoral researchers conducting research internships;
3.3. Educational research - refers to comprehensive (encompassing a group, a complex of phenomena and processes), interdisciplinary (involving collaboration among representatives from various scientific disciplines, and the utilization of their research methods to address scientific problems) scientific studies in the field of education and schooling, that are strategically important for the state and society, primary (reporting on the results of conducted research) and secondary analyses serve the purpose of performing a situational analysis, modeling and forecasting of educational processes, substantiating solutions for current educational issues, proposing possible alternatives, and suggesting innovations with a focus on improving the quality and sustainable advancement of education;
3.4. Educational research project – refers to scientific research within the field of education, addressing current and significant issues in education and schooling, while also aligning with at least one of the research topics in education and schooling specified in Item 17 of the Guidelines;
3.5. International Educational Research Network – is a collaborative group of scholars from various countries who investigate specific educational research topic. The International Educational Research Network is founded upon knowledge and partnership. Its objective is to encourage education, learning and teaching-focused researchers worldwide to join research groups, collaborate in examining specific educational topics within the field of education, thoroughly and comprehensively assess the context, processes of education, teaching and learning, and their impact on educational outcomes, maintain professional expertise, and ensure high-quality research;
3.6. Research report, prepared after participation in international education and research programs and / or projects – is a report that should include summarized research findings, recommendations and suggestions, evidence-based decisions, and alternative approaches to support the implementation of educational policies. It also should propose measures to enhance educational practices;
3.7. Research team – consists of a principal investigator, principal members and non-principal members who are involved in conducting the research study;
3.8. Principal Investigator – is a researcher who meets the requirements specified in Item 15 of the Guidelines and, together with the members of the research team, implements the project and provides guidance for its implementation (hereinafter – the PI);
3.9. Non-principal member of the research team – is an individual who performs assigned tasks to achieve the research objectives and thereby contributes to the implementation of the project;
3.10. Principle member of the research team – is an individual who performs essential research tasks within the educational research project, typically spanning the entire duration of the project, and whose scientific expertise is important when evaluating the application. The principal investigator of the research is also considered a principal member of the research team;
3.11. Applicant – is a Lithuanian science and study institution that is included in the Register of Education and Science Institutions
3.12. Application – is a document prepared according to the requirements specified in the Guidelines and in the specified format set out in the Annex 1 of the Guidelines, aiming to obtain funding for the implementation of an educational research project;
3.13. Publication – is a scientific article published (accepted for publication) in an international peer-reviewed scientific journal, or published (accepted for publication) in a single-issue international peer-reviewed scientific journal;
3.14. International education and schooling research programs and / or projects – are programs and / or projects in which Lithuanian researchers participate and carry out together with international organizations, associations, alliances, and other forms of international multilateral cooperation entities working in the field of education and schooling, or with international researchers or their groups. Participation provides opportunities for Lithuanian researchers to engage in international research teams in addressing current educational and schooling issues in Lithuania, utilizing national and international scientific and other resources to enhance the quality of educational research and its impact on shaping Lithuania's education policy and improving educational practices;
3.15. International organizations, other forms of international multilateral cooperation, associations, and alliances – are international organizations (such as UNESCO, OECD, Council of Europe) and other forms of international multilateral cooperation (including the EU) working on education and science issues, as well as international educational research organizations that bring together education and schooling researchers (such as the European Educational Research Association (EERA), World Education Research Association (WERA)), and alliances strengthening the capacity for international cooperation in European higher education, vocational training, and learning, business and other sectors' innovation, providing opportunities to gain international collaboration experience and enhance one‘s capabilities;
3.16. Policy brief – is concise summary of a problem, presenting policy solution options and recommendations for the best course of action.
4. In accordance with the Guidelines, the supported activity is aimed at advancing scientific research in the field of educational sciences and participation in international research programs and / or projects related to education and schooling.

CHAPTER II
APPLICANT PREREQUISITES

5. The applicant must possess the necessary capacity to conduct an educational research project, including:
5.1. possessing the infrastructure necessary for conducting scientific research;
5.2. [bookmark: _Int_34K3aAlB][bookmark: _Int_UYVOYUl2]having the human resources to manage the project.
6. The applicant may concurrently conduct more than one educational research project, provided they ensure that they have adequate infrastructure, administrative, and financial resources to ensure the projects are implemented with high quality.
7. The educational research project is implemented without partners.
8. The PI can lead only one educational research project funded according to the Guidelines.
9. [bookmark: _Int_dh2Y1vMX]Applications involving the specified PI or another principal member of the research team, against whom a decision regarding academic misconduct has been made, shall not be considered for a period of 5 years from the effective date of the decision issued by the Academic Ethics and Procedures Controller of the Republic of Lithuania. Applications in which a researcher who had previously led a terminated or unrealized research project funded by the Research Council of Lithuania (funded under the national and / or international competitive research funding programs implemented by the Research Council of Lithuania) is indicated as the PI shall not be considered for a period of 3 years from the effective date of the Research Council of Lithuania‘s decision.
10. [bookmark: _Int_nnPEK9Sn]The applicant, as well as the PI, must meet the requirements specified in the Chapters I and II of the Guidelines by the final day of the application submission period, as indicated in the call of proposals.

CHAPTER III
PREREQUISITES APPLLICABLE TO PROJECTS

11. Educational research project shall aim to foster the creation of innovative knowledge in the field of educational science, envisioning the ways in which the projected research outcomes would contribute to the achievement of national development goals and promote educational changes in line with global trends. The educational research project should incorporate interinstitutional and / or interdisciplinary collaboration, encouraging researchers' participation in international networks, fostering the formation of interdisciplinary research groups and consortia, and engaging educational institutions implementing teacher training programs while effectively utilizing their human, material, and financial resources in order to achieve strategic education goals outlined in the National Progress Plan for the years 2021-2030, approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania on September 9, 2020, by Resolution No. 998 "Regarding the Approval of the National Progress Plan for 2021-2030".
12. The duration to implement educational research projects should not exceed 36 months.
13. The target group of the project consists of students, researchers, and educational system specialists.
14. The scientific competence of the PI is evaluated based on their achievements over the past 5 years (excluding periods of pregnancy and childbirth leave, parental leave or leave taken for the purpose of caring for a child until the child reaches the age of 3).
15. The PI should be an active researcher with a record of publishing significant scientific publications in the past 5 years; the PI must also have experience in leading international and / or national R&D projects implementing such projects and / or conducting their expert evaluation, and / or experience in training  early-stage and / or established researchers (e.g., supervising doctoral students who have defended or are preparing their dissertations, carrying out or having carried out other researcher training activities), and must have contributed to solving specific problems (including problems in the field of education and training) and improving educational practices.
16. At least one key member of the educational research project research team must be a scientist who, within the last 5 years, has engaged in educational research and / or experimental development (R&D) activities for a minimum of 3 years at scientific and educational institutions abroad.
17. The research team of the educational research project must include at least one foreign researcher, a doctoral student in the field of educational sciences, a teacher with a master's (or equivalent) or doctoral degree. To promote the interdisciplinary nature of the research of an educational research project, postdoctoral fellows and master's (including educational sciences and minor degree) students may also be included in the research team.
18. The educational research project must align with the specified research topic: Didactics. Assessment, development, and testing of teaching didactics for mathematical, biological, chemical, physical, and linguistic skills. Additionally, the project may also correspond to one (or more) of the following research topic(s) in the field of education and training:
18.1. Assessment. Restructuring of student achievement and progress assessment systems when transitioning to new curriculum content and teaching methods;
18.2. Inclusive education. Development of inclusive education systems to ensure the best possible opportunities in education for all individuals (including those with special needs, foreigners, returning emigrants, etc.);
18.3. Teacher training and their professional development;
18.4. Digital education. Learning analytics. Development of digital learning platforms and digital tools based on educational science, psychology, and neuroscience. Utilization of big data, artificial intelligence, and other technologies for education;
18.5. Education infrastructure. The impact of educational spaces and infrastructure on student inclusivity, learning, and achievements;
18.6. Motivation, development, and ways of learning throughout and everywhere in life;
18.7. Early childhood pedagogics, considering the changes in children‘s development and the concept of childhood.
19. When implementing and educational research project, the following should be included:
19.1. the execution of educational research in the field of at least one of the educational and schooling research topics specified in Item 18 of the Guidelines;
19.2. the publications based on conducted education research;
19.3. the dissemination and implementation of educational research results in target groups (activities intended for further application of the project result, training, consultations, articles in teachers' associations and other professional journals, implementation of innovations and innovative educational solutions, etc.);
19.4. preparation of secondary analyses and / or policy briefs, development of recommendations for state institutions based on research data, preparation, and publishing of publications;
19.5. participation in international research programs and / or projects related to education and schooling, as well as engagement in educational research networks;
19.6. preparation of research reports (summaries of research findings, recommendations and suggestions, evidence-based decisions, and alternative approaches to implement education policies) following participation in international research programs and / or projects related to education and schooling;
19.7. attraction of foreign high-level lecturers to participate in doctoral processes (to deliver lectures, supervise doctoral work, provide consultations, etc.);
19.8. attendance of conferences, participation in internships (in connection with participation in educational research and / or international research programs and / or projects related to education and schooling, as well as internships at foreign universities and research centers).
20. The applicant, in the process of planning project activities, is required to strive for the achievement of monitoring indicators:

	The name of the indicator
	The code of the indicator
	Units of measurement
	Minimum value

	Educational research studies
	P-12-003-03-06- 01-04 
(P.S.2.1503)
	Number
	1

	Publications prepared based on conducted educational research studies
	R-12-003-03-06- 01-05 
(R.S.2.3506)
	Number
	2

	Number of high-level lecturers from abroad participating in the doctoral process
	P-12-003-03-06- 01-07 
(P.N.2.4562)
	Number
	1

	Number of international internships in which doctoral students in the field of education and / or doctoral student supervisors participated
	P-12-003-03-06- 01-08 (P.N.2.4563)
	Number 
	1 

	International research programs and / or projects in the field of education and schooling in which researchers have participated
	P-12-003-03-06- 01-05 (P.S.2.1504)
	Number
	1

	Reports on research results obtained during participation in international research programs and / or projects in the field of education and schooling
	R-12-003-03-06- 01-06 (R.S.2.3507)
	Number
	1



21. The compliance with the requirements of horizontal principles (hereinafter – HP):
21.1. The educational research project shall not include:
21.1.1. restrictions that would have negative impact on the principles of equal opportunities and non-discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, beliefs, age, disability, sexual orientation, ethnic affiliation, or religion;
21.1.2. actions that would have a negative impact on the implementation of the principle of sustainable development.
21.2. The educational research project shall encompass measures to ensure that:
21.2.1. the activities of the project, its content, and potential outcomes are developed in accordance with the principles of universal design and innovation (creativity) (e.g., accessibility, simplicity and intuitive use, error tolerance, etc.);
21.2.2. events for dissemination of educational research results are organized after assessing whether potential participants have special needs that the organizer should consider (e.g., selecting an accessible venue for individuals with mobility impairments, arranging for sign language interpretation services, choosing appropriate educational materials for the blind or visually impaired, etc.);
21.2.3. openness to change and innovation in order to respond to evolving contexts and rapid trends is outlined in strategic education documents and new scenarios for future societal development;
21.2.4. the project operates on the principle of open science, which involves sharing knowledge, data, and tools starting from the earliest stages of the research and innovation process, fostering transparent collaboration among all relevant stakeholders, the academic community, industry representatives, governmental institutions, end-users, citizens, and the wider society.
22. Scientific research, research processes, and results should be as open as possible, while being closed when necessary. This means that scientific research, research processes, and their results should be maximally open, unless restricted by academic ethics and / or legal norms related to public safety, personal data, privacy, intellectual property rights, and / or protection of commercial secrets.
CHAPTER IV
REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT EXPENSES AND FUNDING
23. Maximum funding amount that can be allocated to an educational research project is 500,000.00 (five hundred thousand) euros.
24. According to the Guidelines, the eligible cost categories are as follows:
	No.
	Types of costs
	Requirements and descriptions

	1.
	Land
	Non-eligible

	2.
	Immovable property
	Non-eligible

	3.
	Construction, reconstruction, renovation, and other related works
	Non-eligible

	4.
	Equipment, devices, and other assets
	Eligible for funding: equipment, devices, technical and software tools, licenses for IT products

	5.
	Implementation of the project
	Eligible for funding:
· remuneration of the research team members (including the PI);
· fees for participation in international educational research networks (network memberships);
· fees for participation in international educational and schooling research programs and / or projects;
· services of foreign high-level lecturers (participation in doctoral processes, lectures, supervision of doctoral work, consultations, etc.);
· expenses related to secondments;
· costs of preparation and issuing of publications;
· expenses for organizing events, trainings, consultations, publishing articles in teacher associations and other professional journals, implementation of innovations and innovative educational solutions for dissemination and
implementation of the results in target groups.

	6.
	Communication on the project
	Mandatory measures for project exposure and project information dissemination are eligible for funding.

	7.
	Indirect eligible costs and other costs in accordance to fixed rate of the project
	Indirect eligible project costs are reimbursed at a fixed rate (7 percent of the eligible project costs).



25. The applicant, when planning the expenses of the educational research project, must submit supporting documents with the application, such as payroll records, employment contracts, contracts for the supply of goods or provision of services, commercial proposals from suppliers, references to market prices, etc. The costs of annual leave pay are calculated in accordance with the report titled 'Determining Fixed Norms for Annual Leave Payments' by the European Social Fund Agency issued on April 30, 2022 (https://www.esf.lt/veiklos-sritys/metodines-pagalbos-centras/parengti-fiksuotuju-dydziu- tyrimai/1105#c-47/t-79).
26. The eligible project expenses are those that are incurred and reimbursed from the date of the signing of the Partnership Agreement until the completion of the project activities. The implementation of educational research project activities shall commence only after the Partnership Agreement is signed.
CHAPTER V 
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

27. The applicant fills out the application in English and submits it, along with the attachments specified in this section, by the end of the last day of the deadline set in the call for proposals, through the Research Council of Lithuania‘s electronic system. Applicants whose educational research project applications are selected according to the procedure set out in Item 28 of the Guidelines, shall translate the content of their applications into Lithuanian and submit them to the Council. The applicant accesses the system through the website https://junkis.lmt.lt and, upon registration becomes a user of the system, or alternatively logs in using their previously created user credentials. The applicant must also upload the following documents to the system:
27.1. a document ensuring that the Applicant possesses the capacities to implement the project;
27.2. supporting documents for expenses (records of wage calculations and deductions, employment contracts, contracts for the supply of goods or services, commercial proposals from suppliers, links to market prices, etc.);
27.3. resumes of the PI and principal members of the research team (in English);
27.4. copies of foreign researcher’s employment contract(s) with foreign institution(s) and / or a letter of employment relationship issued by the research department head or authorized person of the foreign organization(s) or company(-ies) (in English), proving a minimum duration of 3 years of work abroad;
27.5. information on environmental requirements applicable to the educational research project (according to the form specified in Annex 20 of the Administrative Rules).

CHAPTER VI
ASSESSMENT AND SELECTION OF APPLICATIONS

28. The evaluation and selection of applications are carried out in accordance with the guidelines set in Section II "Evaluation and Selection of Applications" of Chapter III "Application Competition" of the General Rules for Competitive Funding.
29. The expert assessment of applications is carried out by foreign expert committees established in accordance with the procedures of the General Rules for Competitive Funding.
30. The applicant has the right to submit an appeal regarding the expert assessment of the application, in accordance with the conditions set out in Chapter IV „Procedure for Submitting and Reviewing Appeals“ of the General Rules for Competitive Funding.

CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION OF A PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

31. With the selected applicants who have submitted educational research applications, a Partnership Agreement is signed, addressing the scope of the agreement, the parties' commitments, funding terms, payment procedures, and other agreed-upon matters.

CHAPTER VIII 
FINAL PROVISIONS

32. Intellectual property created during the implementation of the joint project cannot be transferred without compensation for a period of five years after the end of project funding, regardless of
market prices, to other legal and / or natural persons. It can be transferred subject to compensation in accordance with the provisions of Section 245 of the Project Administration Rules.
33. The applicant, whose educational research project has been selected and with whom a Partnership Agreement has been concluded, submits interim reports during the implementation of the educational research project, and upon completion of its activities, submits a final research completion report.
34. All documents related to the implementation of the joint project must be retained for a period of not less than 10 (ten) years after the completion of the project.
35. The applicant, whose educational research project has been selected and with whom a Partnership Agreement has been concluded, must disclose information about the source of funding when implementing project activities and publishing project results.
36. The applicant and the Research Council of Lithuania shall comply with the Law on the Legal Protection of Personal Data of the Republic of Lithuania, the General Data Protection Regulation, and other legal acts regulating the legal protection of personal data.
